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RESOURCE 7.4: USDA NRCS Disaster Assistance for Agriculture and Private Lands

The USDA NRCS, or Natural Resources Conservation Service, has several programs to assist farmers, producers, and land managers following
a disaster declaration in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands (St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix). These programs aim to provide financial or
technical assistance to overcome costs or obstacles generated by the impacts of some climatic events such as hurricanes, droughts, or
forest fires (as determined by the United States Department of Agriculture).

The following tables contain information on the different types of programs, their requirements, eligibility, what they cover, and
information resources related to them. NRCS staff can guide you through complete programs or assist you in completing the application(s).
Following Table 1, you will find a list of offices and contacts for these agencies in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. To be eligible for these
benefits, you must register with FSA. If you still need to register, you can find the process on the first page of this document.

NRCS Disaster Assistance for Agriculture and Private Lands

Program Type of
Aid

Which agricultural
sectors can benefit? What can it cover? Who is eligible? Additional Resources

(EWP)
Watershed

Protection in
Emergencies

Financial
and
Technical

-Livestock breeders
-Farmers
-Land managers that
have been affected by
watershed damage.

-Repair of damaged drains

-Establishment of vegetative
covers in eroded areas

-Removal of debris from bodies
of water

-Repair of dams and structures
for water management.

- Interested agricultural sectors
can apply through one of the
government sponsors.

-State or local government.

-Program Fact Sheet in English:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/site
s/default/files/2022-08/NRCS_
EWPP_Fact%20Sheet-2021.p
df

-Program Description:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/pro
grams-initiatives/ewp-emergen
cy-watershed-protection

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/caribbean-area
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS_EWPP_Fact%20Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS_EWPP_Fact%20Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS_EWPP_Fact%20Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS_EWPP_Fact%20Sheet-2021.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
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Emergency
(EQIP)

Environment
al Quality
Incentives
Program

Financial
and
Technical

-Agricultural Producers
-Non-Industrial forest
managers/ Timber
Producers

-Debris removal only if they
intervene with some established
conservation practice.

-Cleaning of channels and
bodies of water.

-Replacement of roofs and
covers of agricultural structures.

-Animal mortality
management is due to an
emergency.

-Replacement of fences and
reconstruction of high tunnels.

-People with land tenure.

-People that are in compliance
with highly erodible soil-comply
(HEL) requirements and comply
with wetland conservation.

-People who develop an EQIP
conservation plan with NRCS.

-Fact Sheet:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/defaul
t/files/2022-09/Natural%20Disaster%
20Recovery%20Assistance%20throug
h%20EQIP.pdf

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Natural%20Disaster%20Recovery%20Assistance%20through%20EQIP.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Natural%20Disaster%20Recovery%20Assistance%20through%20EQIP.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Natural%20Disaster%20Recovery%20Assistance%20through%20EQIP.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Natural%20Disaster%20Recovery%20Assistance%20through%20EQIP.pdf
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NRCS Programs Related to Climate Adaptation

Program Type of
Aid

Which agricultural
sectors can benefit? What can it cover? Who is eligible? Additional Resources

Regional
Conservation
Partnership
Program
(RCPP).

Financial
-Farmers
-Livestock farmers
-Forest managers

-Land management
-Land improvement
-Restoration practices
-Land rentals
-Easements held by the entity
-Public works/watersheds

- To become a member:
Legal Entities and
Organizations.

-Producers and landowners
can benefit if they are in the
exact geographic location as the
primary partner.

How to apply?
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initi
atives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partner
ship-program/how-to-apply

Standard application period: Closing on
October 31 of the fiscal year

Conservation
Stewardship

Program
(CSP)

Financial -Land managers

-Maintain the existing level of
land conservation.
-Incorporate new conservation
activities

-Croplands, pastures, and
landowners non-industrial
private forest lands associated
with an agricultural operation.

-Cultivated or converted
wetlands that have been
previously altered for
agricultural production.

General information in English:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initi
atives/csp-conservation-stewardship-prog
ram/mississippi/conservation-stewardship

Fact Sheet in English:
https://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-cont
ent/uploads/2020/11/CSP-2020-draft3-int
eractive-1-1.pdf

Standard application period: Closing in
October of the fiscal year

https://prod.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/myportal/nrcsstaging/main/pr/programs/farmbill/rcpp
https://prod.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/myportal/nrcsstaging/main/pr/programs/farmbill/rcpp
https://prod.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/myportal/nrcsstaging/main/pr/programs/farmbill/rcpp
https://prod.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/myportal/nrcsstaging/main/pr/programs/farmbill/rcpp
https://prod.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/myportal/nrcsstaging/main/pr/programs/farmbill/rcpp
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/how-to-apply
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/caribbean-area/conservation-stewardship
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/caribbean-area/conservation-stewardship
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/caribbean-area/conservation-stewardship
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/caribbean-area/conservation-stewardship
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/mississippi/conservation-stewardship
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/mississippi/conservation-stewardship
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/mississippi/conservation-stewardship
https://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/CSP-2020-draft3-interactive-1-1.pdf
https://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/CSP-2020-draft3-interactive-1-1.pdf
https://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/CSP-2020-draft3-interactive-1-1.pdf
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Agricultural
Management
Assistance
Program
(AMA)

Financial
and

Technical

-Agricultural
Producers

-Diversify or market your
products.
-Perform conservation
practices.

-Agricultural producers with
land tenancy.

-General Information in English:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initi
atives/ama-agricultural-management-assis

tance

-Eligibility and how to apply:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/fil
es/2022-10/NRCS-AMA-FarmBill2018-F
actsheet.pdf

-

Conservation
Innovation

Grants (CIG)
Financial

Partners:
-Universities
-Organizations
Participants:
-Agricultural
Producers
-Farmers

-Grants are awarded to
projects that promote effective
conservation strategies and
technologies.
-Partners offer incentive
payments to producers to
offset the risk of implementing
innovative approaches.

-State or local governments,
federally recognized American
Indian tribes, non-governmental
organizations, and individuals.

Fact Sheet in Spanish:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/fil
es/2022-08/NRCS-CB_CIG_2018-Farm-
Bill_FactSheet_Espanol.pdf

Environmental
Quality

Incentives
Program
(EQIP)

Technical
and

Financial

-Agricultural
Producers

-Provides improvements to
water quality, reduction of soil
erosion and sedimentation

-Improves habitat quality for
wildlife on the land

-Farmers, ranchers, and forest
managers who own or lease
agricultural land.

General Information:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initi
atives/eqip-environmental-quality-incenti
ves

The application period closes in January
of the fiscal year

Agricultural
Conservation
Easements
Program
(ACEP)

Financial

-Agricultural
Producers with tenure

-Landowners

-Protection of crop and pasture
lands by limiting
non-agricultural uses through
conservation easements.

-Croplands, pasturelands, and
nonindustrial private forest lands
associated with an agricultural
operation.

General information of the program:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initi
atives/acep-agricultural-conservation-ease
ment-program

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ama-agricultural-management-assistance
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ama-agricultural-management-assistance
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ama-agricultural-management-assistance
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/NRCS-AMA-FarmBill2018-Factsheet.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/NRCS-AMA-FarmBill2018-Factsheet.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/NRCS-AMA-FarmBill2018-Factsheet.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS-CB_CIG_2018-Farm-Bill_FactSheet_Espanol.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS-CB_CIG_2018-Farm-Bill_FactSheet_Espanol.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/NRCS-CB_CIG_2018-Farm-Bill_FactSheet_Espanol.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program
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Números y Contactos de Oficinas Regionales 2022-2023

Center Municipalities that serve Phone (s) Officers and Technicians ext. Physical Address

Arecibo Arecibo, Barceloneta, Camuy,
Dorado, Florida, Manatí,

Quebradillas, Toa Baja, Vega
Alta y Vega Baja

787-817-2473 Conservationist:

Jennifer Cardona

Conservationist:

Esteban Padilla

Civil Engineer: Alberto Atienza

Natural Resource Spacielist:
Ileana Curbelo

District Conservationist:

Linnete Rosado Betancourt
939-759-4912

109

112

113

110

Annex Caribbean Cinemas Building, Suite
20,3 1562 Miramar Avenue, Arecibo PR
00612

Caguas Aguas Buenas, Caguas,
Canóvanas, Carolina, Cataño,
Cayey, Ceiba, cidra, Culebra,
Fajardo, Guaynabo, Gurabo,

Humacao, Juncos, Las Piedras,
Loíza, Luquillo, Naguabo, Río

Grande, San Juan, San
Lorenzo, Trujillo Alto, Vieques y

Yabucoa

787-743-2743 District Conservationist:

José M. Santiago

Soil Conservationist:

José Rodríguez

Conservationist: Vivian Vera

Conservation Technician:
Michael Aponte

111

109

114

109

112

103

Gatsby Plaza Suite 308 Calle Padial 30,
Caguas 00725
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Civil Engineer:

Rolando Collazo

Conservationist:

Norberto Valentín

787 360- 4438

Corozal Aibonito, Barranquitas,
Bayamón, Comerío, Corozal,

Morovis, naranjito, Orocovis y
Toa Alta

787-859-2880/
3667

District Conservationist:
Freddie Rivera

Conservation Technician:
Abiud Mulero

Conservationist:

Christian Vargas

939-759-4922
christian.vargas@usda.gov

101

113

112

180 State Road 159, Ramal 821 Interior

29 San Ramón St. , Suite 2

Corozal, PR 00783-1905

Juana Diaz Arroyo, Coamo, Guayama,
Guayanilla, Juana Díaz,

Maunabo, Patillas, Peñuelas,
Ponce, Salinas, Santa Isabel y

Villalba

787-837-4450 District Conservationist: Nicis
Vega

787-309-9376
nicis.vega@usda.gov

Conservationist Zahira Vega

106

118

Plaza Juana Díaz - B-19

Intersection of State Road 149 & 584

Juana Díaz, PR 00795

mailto:christian.vargas@usda.gov
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939-759-4925
zahira.vega@usda.gov

Conservacionist: Omar Báez

939-759-4896 o
omar.baez@usda.gov

Civil Engineer: Celys Irizarry

Program Specialist: Carlos
Nazario

115

117

111

Mayagüez Añasco, Cabo Rojo, Guánica,
Hormigueros, Lajas, Las

Marías, Maricao, Mayagüez,
Sabana Grande, San Germán y

Yauco

787-831-3416/3421 Soil Scientist:

Samuel Ríos

Soil Scientist: Abdiel Santana

District Conservationist: Zulma
García

District Conservationist:
Lionel Cruz

District Conservationist: Carlos
Morganti

District Conservationist: Jovane
Román

District Conservationist: Mabel
Vega

109

113

100
101

102

104

115

108

116

2200 Pedro Albizu Campos Ave., Apt. 22

Mayagüez, PR 00680-5470
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Civil Engineer: Yara Ortiz

Civil Engineer: Gabriel Roman

Asistente de Programa: Celso
Ramos Caraballo

District Conservationist: Javier
Torres 939-759-4921

Soil Conservationist:
Mariangelis Roig

939-759-4908 o
mariangelis.roig@usda.gov

San Sebastián Aguada, Aguadilla, Isabela,
Lares, Moca, Rincón y San

Sebastián counties

787-896-3565 | District Conservationist:
Elizabeth Fred

District Conservationist:
Michelle Catonis

District Conservationist:
Gelyan Reyes

939-759-4895

104

103

100

4100 Arcadio Estrada Ave., Suite 6

San Sebastián, PR 00685

Utuado Adjuntas, Ciales, Jayuya y
Utuado

787-894-1480/
4657/ 2416/ 2405

District Conservationist:
Norberto Valentín

District Conservationist: Yadira
Feliciano

110

111

47 Fernando L. Ribas Ave. Utuado, PR
00641

mailto:mariangelis.roig@usda.gov
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District Conservationist: Axel
Acevedo

District Conservationist:
Evelyn Rivera

113

101

USVI St. Croix, St. John, St. Thomas
& Water Island

340-692-9662 District Conservationist: Rudy
O’Reilly, Jr.

Soil Conservationist: Paola
Rodríguez-Torres

Soil Conservation Technician:
Faye Williams

106

111

101

4401 Estate Sion Farm, Suite 2

Christiansted, St Croix, VI 00820-4245


